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FRIENDS AND COVJSltKTtUtV, 

THERE is a crifis of danger, ia which 
fllence and ina£tion become crinri'^ 
luL Few of you want to be convinced 
that the prefent fituation of your country 
is uncommonly alarming^ It is become, a 
modern fafhion to throw politic veils' ov&c 
events, that they may not be clearly feen 
by thofe who are even deeply concerned ia 
their confequences« As an Englifhman and 
a jnember of the Bridfh conftitution, I 
reprobate and deteft this fpirit of delufion« 
So little congenial is it with the true princi-» 
pies of our conftitution, that every fpecies 
of falfity and deceit pradifed upon Britons 
muft neceffarily enfure to them mifery or 
ruin. The Britifh conftitution is clear and 
fimple, adapted to the underftanding^ of all 
whofe- welfare it fecures. Mr. Burke in- 
fults and deceives you, when he tells you, 
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that *7%e Briti/b conftttutm may have its 
advantages pointed out to wife and refieSt^ 
ing minds : but it is of too high an order of 
excellence to be adapted to thofe which are com^ 
mon. The fimplicity of the Britiih confti- 
tution gives its beauty and (Irength. It is 
no empty-hoaft, that our national chara6:er 
is free bold i^nd fincerej and you may 
reft aflured, that the conftitution which 
was framed by Engliihmen is peculiarly 
adapted to that character. It eiTentially ex- 
cludes every thing dark and myfterious : 
whenever therefore the veil {be it evef fi 
Well wrought) is to be thrown over your 
eyes, there is an attempt to beguile you 
ijkto meafures contrary to the fpirit and 
principles of your conftitution. 

Can you for one inftant imagine^ that 
when your reprefentatives in parliament 
confent to the paiCng of harfh and fevere 
laws, and vote your monkey for the fupport 
of a war, the conftitution intended or even 
fuppofed that either they or* you (hould be 
ignorant, of the certdn views and objects, or 

* Appeal from the New to the Old Whig«9 p. 113. 
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the probable confequehces and efieds of 
that war? We all unfortunately too well 
kiiow, that at this moment we are engaged 
in a very bloody and defperate war with 
France; and yet neither in nor out of par- 
liament c^, be found ten men who agree 
in the reafons, yiews^ motives and obje&s 
of the war. Some tell you, that we are 
waging ocfly a defenfive war; others tell 
you, that by repeated adts of aggreffion we 
forced the^ French to declare us to be in a 
Hate of hoftility* Some tell you, that we 
were bounden by the national faith of trea- 
ties to defend our allies the Dutch ; others 
tell you, that the Dutch <were reludantly 
forced into the war by our ofiicioufnefs : 
moft agree that Holland is at prefent out of 
all the danger from which we are by treaty 
obliged Xo defend her. Some tell you, that 
the intent of the war is not to interfere with 
the internal government of France ; others^ 
that it is to abolifh the prefent executive go- 
vernment, which cannot be efFeded with- 
out an interference with the internal govern- 
ment of France : .perfons are again divided, 
in the fuppofed abolttipn of the prefent go« 
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Tcrnment, whether the anrfent monarchy 
©r the conftitution of 1789 fhall be ereftcd 
Opon the ruins of their prefent republic* 
Some tell you, that it rs a war of religion^ 
and that the fuccefs of your arms is to be 
rewarded by the deftru£i:ion of atheifm; 
others^ that it is a war of political princi« 
pie, and that the fummit of your fuccefles 
will be obtained by the prefervation of your 
own conftitution* Some call it a war of 
extermination; others will not even allow 
it to.be a war of conqueft. Some profefs 
the pbfea of it to be the difmembcrment of 
France, as Poland has been difmembered ^ 
others confine its objed: to the reftoration of 
Louis XVIL to the poflfeffions and power of 
his anceftors* Some boaft of the unani-^ 
mity and confiftency of the powers armed 
agarnft France ; others complain that each 
power has a particular view and intereft, 
which weakens .and drvidca the exertions of 
the confederates againft the common enemy. 
You all know, that Valencienn^ was taken 
in the name of the emperor; Dunkirk was 
fnmmoned in the name of the king of Bng- 
kbd ; Straibourg wag refuled to be accepted o£ 
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by the Auftrian general Wurmfer in the name 
of Lcmis XVIL ; and Toulon was entered 
and feized by a Britiflx admiral in the name 
of Louis XVIL But fo little are you at 
prefent either able or willing to agree lif on 
any one great and common point refpe&ing 
the war, that the firft year of it is ifcpre- 
fented by the higheft authority to have bee» 
profperous and glorious ; whilfl others trac^ 
infamy loiTes and mifery in all the leado- 
ing events of the campaign. Soine repre- 
fcnt to you the French government (or 
Would-be government) as a confofed anar- 
chy, without power energy or fyftem j 
weakened by its very fuccefles, and necefla^ 
rily haftening to its diffolution by the ex- 
cefs of its crimes : others paint that goyera- 
ment as a moft fevere and cruel tyranny^ 
acquiring vigour energy and flrength from 
refiftance, and aftonifliing the univerfe by 
the moil extepfive ai^d vigorous exertions 
both in the cabinet and the field. Some 
aflure^you, that (ince the commencement of 
the war wc have been uniformly mailers of 
the feaj that never before we^e fuph naval 
preparations and exert^pns know% never 
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was our trade fo regularly and efFedhially 
proteded : others oppofe to thefe aflertions 
and boafts the more fimple argument of 
figures^ and find that in the firft year of the 
war the French have taken 98 fhips more 
than we have. 

Thefe points of difference muft appear to 
you, .my countrymen, upon cool reflexion, 
not to admit the poflibility of doubt upon 
their general nature. Hence you will allow 
me to conclude, that there muft be a very 
thick mift or veil thrown over the circum- 
Ilances, which are fo mifreprefcnted or with- 
holden from our fight. Some of the ob- 
fcurity may indeed be attributed to the 
vice or defeat of our owh vilion, I (hall 
not attempt to difcufs the particular objedts^ 
nor pretend to decide which of us fee them 
in their more genuine fhape ; but I fhall 
expe£t credit from you for intending an 
important fervice to my country, in dlf- 
covering the origin and nature of the hazy 
medium through which moft of you have 
hitherto viewed the different fads. I fhall 
fpeak to you without referve or fear, be- 
eaufe I pledge to you my hoaour and credit 

i- - for 
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for faying nothing which the conftitutioH .-\ 

and laws of n\j country do riot juftify and 
etiforce* 

The ancient government of France was 
an abfolute monarchy, in which the will of 
the ib vereign made the law. His power 
was unlimited*, knd he could impofe taxes, 
levy money, and punifli his fubjeds«ia 
whatever manner he pleafed. You fee^ 
therefore, that the only fecurity for any por- 
tion of happinefs or juftice which the fub- 
jeds of that country pofTefTed, relied upon 
the perfonal virtue and firmnefs of their mo« 
search. This was a fort of government, which 
Englifhmen were always taught and encou« 
raged to execrate, becaufe it was diametri* 
cally oppofite to their own. No man caa 
love a limited monarchy in a mixt govern- 
ment, and at the fame tlo'e not hate the 
flavifli (late of dependance upon the uncon- 
trouled will of an unlimited monarch* It is 
proper to remind you, that the revolution of 
1 688 was occasioned immediately by the 
attempts of James 11^ to exceed the boun- 
daries fet upon the regal power : and wha» 
ever avows, as every Engliihrnan. ought, the 
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f evolution principles upon which our prefent 
conftitution ftands, formally engages to refift 
to the utmoft of his abjility every attempt to 
introduce into our conftitution a regal power 
iimilar to that of France. The natural and 
eflfential vices of the ancient government of 
France neceflarily engendered abuies ; and 
although their laft unfortunate monarch were 
a man of integrity and virtue, and Teemed 
to have nothing more at heart thict f he wel-^ 
fare of his fubjeds, yet he either wanted 
judgment or power to eradicate the abufes 
which had grown out of the vipes or follies 
cf bis predeceflbrs. Few, alas ! of his fub« 
je&s followed the model of their virtuous 
ibvereign. Profligacy and impiety were 
fyftematical through the upper ranks of the 
French nation : it became then morally im« 
poflible that even the beft means fheuld be 
<Hreded to a virtuous end by fuch agents. 
You could expeft no moderation from' per* 
fons of that defcription : they rufhed from 
one extreme to the other, not to corred but 
to confirm their vices* I cannot undertake 
to give you even a faint view of that ftrange 

ypvolutipnt Tie leflbn which we have to 
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from it» 1$ a firm and refolute adher- 
ence to that happy mixture of powers in 
the Britifli conftitution, which eflentialljr 
precludes the vicious excefles of both ex- 
tremes. In the excefles of ariftocracy we 
trace the lamentable neceility of a revolution 
in France ; and in the horrors of their prefent 
tyranny we behold the excefles of an un« 
controuled democracy. 

It was impoflibley that a revolution of fo 
Angular a nature ihould happen in a neigh- 
bouring country, and not arrefl: the atten- 
tion of all, and engage the afiedions and 
paffions of many amongft ourfelves. What- 
ever were the fpeculationsi wiflies €jr feel- 
ings of any of you at different times upon 
this eventful circumfl:ance, I ' fhall venture 
to conclude, that no man who regards the 
eonftitution of his own country can look 
upon the prefent (late of France hut with 
mverfion and horror. Every true Briton 
will indignantly reprobate and refifl: the 
imitation of French republicanifm, as he 
wHl alfo abhor the nature of that fl;ate which 
induced the neceflity of a change in their 
ancient government. The fecufity of the 
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Briti(h conftitution confifts ia its equal 
diftancc from the two extremes of unqu2(* 
lified monarchy and pure democracy. In 
the approximation to either of the extremes 
there is danger : every line of recefs from 
this middle point is a ferious deviation from 
your conftitution, in the prefervation of 
-which alone you can be fecure from the 
evils which affiift your neighbours. If the 
equipoife of the three powers of our confti- 
tution be e]s:adly prcferved, it is impoifible 
that it fhould be injured by any attacks 
foreign or domeftic : but if at this critical 
jun£ture weight be taken from one fcale, 
and added to either of the other two, the 
immediate and irreparable deftrudion of the 
whole balance will enfue. We have lived 
happily under our conftitution, and ihali 
continue fo to live as long as we preferve it. 
But from the moment we attempt a change, 
•we may date the commencement of our fall. 
Perifh the man, who fees fuch attempts, 
and warns not his countrymen of them in 
due time, with earneftnefs and fincerity ! 

To your honeft feelings, my country^ 
mttkrr^to your unbiaffed fenfc I appeal ; I 
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clsdm your verdid upoa fads : I afied no ar- 
gument to perfuade : I only defire that pre- 
judice, where any exifts, .may be fufpended 
for one half hour, whilft I fubmit the fol- 
lowing pbints to your confideration. The 
conclufions which you will draw from them 
I already anticipate. When I apprehended 
danger to the conftitution from attempts to 
ieduce you into pure democracy after the 
example of France, I exerted my efforts to 
counterad them according to my judgment 
and ability. With this view 1 wi'ote a 
book upon the Rights of Englijhmen. Thomas 
Paine had, in my opinion, traduced your 
conftitution in a moll ignominious indecent 
and unwarrantable manner. At firil I did 
not apprehend thjs danger, which I foon 
perceived his mifchievous works were bring- 
ing upon the nation, I traced the progrefs 
of the mifcbief which his dodrines were 
working uppn many of you, to three im- 
mediate caufes. The firft was, the folly or 
weaknefs or malice of thofe, who, becaufc 
Paipe faid many falfe and wicked things, 
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denied the true and good things which he 
blended with them. The fecgnd was. either 
theimpplicy or. iniquity of thofe, who, be- 
caufe Paine hejd out the French revolutioa 
to your imitation, preached up the expe-* 
diency and nqceffity of weakening the 
democratic part of our own conftitution^ 
The third was, the negligence fupinenefs 
and impunity under which his feditious doc- 
trines were permitted to take thoir full 
cfic6l:. The firft of thefe caufes I endea- 
voured to counteraift^ by proving that our 
conftitution was founded upon the rights 
of man more firmly than any other govern-* 
ment upon earth. The fecond I attempted 
to d^e^t by (hewing, that the rights and 
powers which the people enjoy by our con- 
ftitution are fuch, that they would rather 
lofe than gain by , any revolution. The 
third I tried to remove, by expofing jhe fe- 
ditious (and I think treafonable) tendency 

bf his dodrines. By the principles of that 
book * I am ready to ft and or fall : I then 

• * . Jura Anglorum* 
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publifhed them as fairly conftitudonal, and 
as fach I ftill maintain them. I then flood 
forth as a volunteer to fight for the confti- 
tution againft Paine and other levellers who 
denied its exigence, or attempted its over- 

r 

throw. Having once engaged in its defence^ 
I was ho longer at liberty to retire from the 
combat, when T found the conftitution en- 
dangered from more powerful, becaiife 
more difguifed enemies^ I fhould have been 
highly criminal to have feen the danger, 
and not to have raifed the alarm. I do 
then affert, and pledge myfelf to prove to 
your convi<aiony that an attempt of a moft 
ferious nature has been made to alter the 
contlitution by weakening the democratica! 
power and ftrengthening the monarchical 
power of it ; an attempt which, if it un- 
fortunately fucceed, muft inevitably and ra^* 
pidly ehfure the ruin and deftruftion of the 
whole edifice. 

It is a mifchievous error, to imagine^ 
when one part of our conftitutiott is at- 
tacked, that additional permanent, or even 
occaTronal, ftrength fhould be given to the 
part alTailed, The danger of one is in prin^ 
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ciple and efied the danger of all, and there« 
fore the coUedive (Irength of all ihould be 
put forth for the general and the particutar 
prefervation of all. The fecurity of the 
Britiih monarchy confifts in the circumval* 
lation of its powers ; in the known^ certain 
and dire A line of its prerogatives; in the li- 
mitation, not in the unbounded extent^ of 
its jurifdidion ; in its unlikenefs to the ar- 
bitrary fway of the late French monarchy. 
Which of you theb^ my countrymen, who 
fees difafter and wretchedneft in modern 
France will not warily and jealoufly and 
unremittingly watch and guard againil any 
change that may bring our monarchy to 
a clofer refemblance with that of France ? 
If we wiih to preferve our conftitution for 
our own happinefs^ and tranfmit it to our 
children for theirs, it will not be done by 
changing the nature, inverting the order^ 
and undermining the foundation of its 
parts* 

In our free conftitution, the freedom of 
thought or difpofition can never b^ checked ; 
but for the prefervation of the whole^ the 
freedom of fpeech and adion ihould in fome 
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inftances be fettered. la the v;uriety of 
habits tempers and difpofitions, there muft 
exift a variety of opinions upon cWil go- 
vernment. Moft of you, my countrymen^ 
I am confident, prefer the mixt form of our 
Qwn to any other : many feel a fpeculative 
predilection for a republic; and this is more 
congenial with the fpirit of the Britifh con- 
ftitution, than the preference which fome* 
may give to an abfolute monarchy. Few of 
our minds are fo formed as to remain per*** 
fedly ileady and unihaken under the im^ 
preffibns which great events wprk upon us. 
The ferocious tyranny of the prefent de- 
mocrats of France may have weaned fe- 
veral 6f you from the predileftion you may 
have had for republicanifm, and weakened 
the attachment of feme for the demo- 
cratical part of our conftitution ; it may 
have frighted and alarmed others into a 
love and admiration even of a pure abfo- 
lute monarchy. Such effeds are to be ex- 
pe<3:ed j they have before been experienced 
in our country. After every attack upon 
rpyalty, it appears to have been uniformly 

d3ie ill-judged principle of corrupt, inter- 
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efted and fhort-fighted ftatefinetiy 
ly to weaken the throne by giving to it an 
addition of unconftitudonal powers* TIiuik 
did our firfl: James, bearing in mind the de- 
pofition imprifonment and execution of 
his royal mother Mary queen of Scots, 
Tainly feek fecurity in converting the humasx 
inftitution of y our limited monarchy into an 
imprefcriptible divine right holden imme- 
diately of God. He was advifed by his mi- 
nifters (for in conlditutional language the 
Ipeech from the throne is the fpeech of the 
minifter) to fpeak in the Star chamber in the 
year 1 6 1 6, particularly addrefiftig jiimfetf 
to his judges in the following manner :— 
From this imitation of God and Chrifi^ in 
nvhofe throne we Jit^ the government of all 
common-wealths^ and efpecially monarchies ^ 
hath been from the beginning fettled and efta^ 
bli/hed. ' Kings are pr ope fly judges^ andjudg* 
ment properly belongs to them from God j for 
kings fit in the throne of Gody and fbence all 
judgment is derived. Incroach not upon the 
prerogative of the crown : if there fail *out a 
quefiion about my prerogative^ or myftery ef 
fiate^ deal mt with it tillyou ca^^lt ^mth tb^ 
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king cr his council^ or both \for they are iranf^ . 
cendent matters^ and mujl not be fiber ely car'- 
ried over with cver-rajh wilfulnefs ; forfo 
you may wound the king through thcjides of a 
private per/on , and this I command unto your 
ffecial carCy as fome of yr.u of late have done 
very well^ to blunt the Jharp edge and vain 
popular humour of fome lawyers at the bar^ 
that think they are not eloquent and boldfpirited 
enough^ except they meddle with the kings pre^ 
rogative ; but do you not fffer this^ for cer- 
iainly if this liberty befuffered^ the kings pre^ 
rogativie the crozvn and I fhall be as much 
wounded by their pleadings cs if you refolved 
what they difputed. That which concerns the 
myflerie of the king^s power is not lawful to be 
difputed*, for that is to wade into the woak^ 
ntfs of princes^ and to take away the myflical 
reverence that belongs unto thenr that fit on the 
f krone of God, — // is atheifm and blafphemy 
tp difpute what God can do : good chrfiiar^ 
content themfelves with his wilt revealed in his 
n^ord: fo it is prefumption and high contempt in 
afubje£l to difpute what a king can do^ or fay 
that a king cannot do this or that^ -but refi in 
ikflf HR^^?^ i^ the' king s rgvealed will in his 
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Alw/* Had not thefe dodrincs defGcnde4 
to and been kept up by his fon Charles, thq 
virtuous Hampden had never ftood up for 
the juft rights and liberties of his fellow-* 
fubje£ts againftthe encroachments of the mo- 
narch ; and if we may fairly judge of hu- 
man caufes and effeds, the republican party, 
which afterwards murdered their fovereign, 
would not have rifen, nor confequently 
committed th^t outrage, had the royal pre- 
rogative not been ill-advifedly ftrained above 
the limits of the conftitutioji. By the fame 
naifguided and fatal policy in the reign of 
Charles II, was this land ft^in^d with the 
patriotic blood of a Ruflel and a Sidney for 
fupporting the true principles of the Englifh 
conftitution — principles afterwards fandified. 
as it were by the parliament of William, 
^nd Mary, that reverfed their attainders, 
and gave permanency to the whig doftripes. 
for [which they bled. I cpngratulate you,, 
my countrymen, in this hourpf fucbferioua, 
alarm; to find our caufe ftill the fame as 
it then was, fupported with hereditary pa» 
triotifm by the whole illuftrious houfe of 
Jl^flpl. Not fatisfied with fhedcjing thg beft, 
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blood of the pureft patriots, the ill advifed 
Charles the Second fought fecurity againft 
republicanifm in the eftablilhment of an 
arbitrary monarchy upon the deftrudion 
of the conftitution of his country. 1 my- 
felf halve feen the original treaty by which 
Louis XlVt and Charles II. had agreed 
upon the means of enflaving the Britifh na- 
tion to the yoke of arbitrary defpotifm : an 
army of foreign troops was to be landed in 
England, and the deftru£tion of the houfe 
of commons was to have fecured the efta- 
blifhment of a monarchy in England as a^fo^^ 
Jute as that of France^ The iniquitous plan 
became abortive from its providential dit 
covery. None of you are to be informed 
that James the Second, the younger fon of 
Charles the Firft and his fucceffors might 
have been on the throne to thi$ hour, had 
they ftudied to preferve the conftitutional 
boundaries of the royal prerogative. If any 
danger therefore can or ought really to alarm 
you, it is the attempt to throw down thefe 
facred fences, and to expofe the democratic 
cal part of the conftitution to the invafions 
orencroachmentsof the two other conftituent 
parts thereof* The fpirit of the Englifti law 
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allows larger indulgence to the re^hude of 
intention than any other law j yet' it often 
affixes guilt upon the ftrength ' of cirpum** 
ftantial evidenpe. As an individual, I ata 
not authorifed to charge any pcrfon with, 
the wicked intention of overturning the 
conftitutjon and fubverting the liberties of 
of his country, but where there appears a 
notorious coincidence of fa£ts cjrcumftan- 
pes and events that tend immediately to 
pverppwer and crufh the dempcratical part of: 
the conftitution, and to increafe the powers 
of the crown, it equally behove^ yoij, my 
countrymen, to refift the attempt, whether 
\t proceed from weaknefs of judgment^ 
l^nfound policy, or criminal defign. 
. You all know that the Britiih confuta- 
tion is founded upon a democratic bafis, tbe^ 
frecr'Vf^iU and con/ent of a fref pepple : . that 
tjie monarchy and ariftocracy, the other, 
two component parts of that conftitution* 
arife out of that bafis or foundation. Mr« 
Burke tells you the diredJ: contrary ; ♦ that- 
the democratic and ariftocratic parts of the 
conftitution are founded upon fke crown as 

♦ Appeal, p. ^<S. 
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fkeil^ ejfetdtal hq/is^ from the crowH do thy 
originate ^ and by the energy of that main 
Jpring muji they befet in adiion. This waS a 
preliminary inftriidion tb prepare yoMt 
tninds for the great leffon which he nieant 
•to inculcate *, that the db£irine^ thai the fo^ 
^ereigntyi whether exercifed by one or many\ 
Jid not only originate from the people ^ but that 
in the people the fame fiver eignty con/lantly 
land unaUendbly re/ides j tinds^ in his opinion^ 
.to the utter fubverjioni not only of all govern^ 
menis in all modesj and io all fiablefecuriiiei 
to rational freedom^ but to all the rules andprin-- 
ttples of morality itfef. However- Mr. 
Burke may undervalue the multitude, td 
ivhom thS advantages of the conftitution 
are^ da he thinks, not to be communicated ; 
I apply in full confidence td the plain un- 
^derftanding of every Eilglifhman, to Siifwet 
this fimple ^queftidn : Who limited the 
powers hi the king of Great Britain ? Coiild 
j^ou anfwer T?rith brie voicCj it would be^ 
Wt who granted them and will prefcrvt 
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them in that limited ftate for hh fecurltf 
and our own welfare. 

Mr. Burke feems not only anxious that 
the people, and every part of the peoplet 
(hould be deprived of this fovereignty, but 
that his majefty (hould upbraid them for even 
thinking of it. * His majejiys heirs andfuc* 
cejfors each in his time and order will come t9 
the crown with the fame contempt of their 
choice^ with which his majefiy has fucceeded 
to that he wears.^^ The great Mr. Locke 
told kidg William, that his title to the throne 
was the confent of the people ^ which was the 
only one of all lawful governments ; but Mr* 
Locke meant to inculcate conilitutional doo 
trine, fuch as we are obliged to main-* 
tain ; and Mr. Burke meant to alter the te- 
nure of the crown, in order to ere£t it into 
an abfolute monarchy : elfe why fhould he 
tell you, that his majefty, who, as Mr. 
Locke fays, can only make good his title in 
the conjent (f the people^ fhould hold it in con^ 
tempt of their (or any of their) choice ^ although 

* Reflexions, p. 20. 
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v'. ■ .'. .,^ :. . 

Mr. Surke* scutes you, that the choice of 

king William was an aB of necejjvty in the 
JftriSta/i moral fenfe^ in which necejjity can be 
taken. I apprehend he felt that this could 
not befo much as comprehended by Jhallow and 
fuperficial underjiandlngs^ and therefore he 
tells you, * that If we had pojfejed the right 
to eleSt our kings before the revolution^ the Eng-^ 
Itfh nation did at that time mofi folemnly re^ ^ 

nounce and abdicate It for themfehes and all their 
pojierityfor ever. Can you^ my country- 
men^ patiently fubmit to fuch infulting de- 
gradation—to be told that you have for evei: ^ 
renounced the right and power of improving 
and altering your government ? It is high 
treafon by the 4th of Ann^ to maintain or 
affirm by writing or printing, that the na- 
tion cannot limit the crown, the defcent in- 
heritance and government thereof as it fhall 

pleafe* 

Mr. Burke is confident in his attempts to 
feduce you into his mifchievous errors. To 
ftrengthen his new tenure of the crown, in 
§ontempt of the choice of the people^ he goes a 

* Reflcftions, p. 27. 
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ftcp further, and aflerts, that the revolution 
^ i6S8 was obtained by a ju/i war \ thcrcr 
fore the king's title muft have accnied by 
conqueft, a title far more congenial with Mr. 
Burke's plan, than that of the confentofthe 
people^ which according to Mr. Locke is the 
conftitulional title of our fovcreign's right 
to the crown. Even bifliop Burnet's book 
was burnt by order of parliament, for teach- 
ing that king William's title to the throne 
had been acquired by conqueft. 

All thefe falfehoods concerning the title 
of the king to Vis power and authority 
would have little availed Mr. Burke, but for 
the purpofe of engrafting upon then> thefe 
moft extravagant dangerous and alarming 
pofitions. * That the king of Great Britain 
is a real i^ing, and not. an executive officer j he 
pojfejfes a more real fdld extenjive powery than 
the king of France was pojfejfed of before this 
miferable revolution. The diredl power of the 

^^^S ^f ■E^g'/tf ^^ '^ confiderable. His indirect 
and far more certain power is great indeed. 

If thefe be Mr. Burke's ideas of the monar-^ 

> 

* tetter to a Member of th^ National Affembly, p. 67, 
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chkal part of our conftitutlon, well might 
he indeed fay, that it * takes in too many 
views y and it makes too many commotions to be 
fo much as comprehended byjballow andfuper^ 
jicial under/landings. To you, my country- 
men, I appeal froni thefe bold, and I will 
add falfe and dangerous pofitions. What 
the direSl power of the crown is we all know 
that know the laws of the land ; but I defy 
any one of you all to point out that part of 
our conftitution, which gives to our fove- 
reign more extenfive power than the late 
king of France poffefled before the revolu- 
tion. His will was the fole law: but if the 
power of our fovereign exceed that of the 
French monarch, then muft we conclude, 
that the powers of the peers and the rights 
of the commoners are mere nominal checks 
upon the crown, and holden out to decoy 
you into flavcry under the femblance and 
form of a free conftitution. Whether his 
majefty have or have not fuch power, it 
behoves you, my countrymen, to be equally 
vigilant and active : if Mr. Burke's im« 
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pctubfity for tolyifm have driven him inf# 
in anticipated eflablifhment of its niofl per*^ 
liicious prineiples, it is your duty to rcfirt 
Ihe propagation of his dodtrines: if. they 
have already faftened upon men in powcr^ 
and others be fatally combined with Mn 
Burke in this anti-^coiiftitutioAal cotifederacy^ 
the meafures of refiftaticei to their baneful 
efforts mud be founded iii datttioui pru«< 
dence and unfhaken energy. 

If there be an excellence in ouf conftitu- 
tion peculiarly tranfcendent above other's, it 
is the admirable fecurity with which it has 
guarded us againft republicanifm. It has' 
by limiting the boundaries of the royal 
power, rendered impoffible thofe abufes of 
royalty, which naturally, drive opprefled fub- 
jedis into republicanifm for redrefs. The 
diftinftive peculiarity of the Britifli monar- 
chy is its compatibility wdth 'the full and 
perfect freedom of the fubjed. The con- 
ftitutional maxim, that tbe king can do no. 
wrongs is founded upon the impoflibility of 
that power's being abufed, which the con- 
ftitution has given him. It is therefore our 
firft and invariable duty to refill his acquiring 
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any other power, becaufe that may be liable 
to abufe, and abufcd power is the fure fore- 
runner of the evils of uncontrouled de- 
mocracy. The Jre^ will and confent of a free 
people is not only the origin, but the perma- 
nent bafis of our conftitution. Attempts to 
check their freedom, to curtail their powers, 
or to bring them into contempt, can never 
he founded in their free will and confent. 
The danger therefore of republicanifm in- 
creafes upon us in the cxafl: proportion of 
the increafe of the powers of the crown. 
The larger they are, the more liable are they 
to be abufed, and the abufes of monarchy 
are the fur eft means of driving fubjeAs into 
pure democracy. Our conftitutional mo- 
narchy cannot in its nature be abufed, and a 
republic can never be thought of as a re- 
medy againft a monarchy that is not liable 
to abufe/ 

Vain would be every attempt to feduce 
you into the fpeculative admiffion of any 
extraordinary power in the crown, unlefs 
you were prepared in practice to pay to it 
an unqualified obedience. For this reafon^ 
therefore in the reign of queen Ann, when 

fome 



(bhxo pcriofti even from the pulpt endes^ 
▼cured to propagate the tory dodifmes of 
p^ve ehediittce and non^rtfijiance^ the whig 
patty, ivho (kill maintained the principlet 
upon which they had brought abbut fhc re* 
volution, knowing how incompatible thcfe 
do£trines were with the limited cdnftitu^^ 

V 

tionaj powers 6f a kihg 6f England, im^ 
peached Dh Sacheverell for having denied 
in a fermon that the revolutioh of 1688 wa* 
at all eSefted by refiftance to king James^ 
on pretext that eterjr fpecies of tcfiftance td 
the fovereigti was difcountenanced aiid for^ 
biddeii by the law of God and man^ I havcf 
irequ€titly and exprdsly declarfed in my 
bo9k upon the Rights of Eiiglifhraen, that it 
was abfurd and idle ever to have fpoken of 
this dodrine^ as applicable to the exifting 
cpnftitution of Great Britain ; for by that 
conftitution the power of the king arid thfll 
known line of the law were perfcfitly com- 
menfutate. If therefore beyond the line of 
the law the king had no right to command^- 
the fubje£t could be under no obligation to 
obey^ asis felf-evident. What is meant by 
this pajjhe obedience ^ of which fo much was 
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fald in the clofe of the laft and in the begffVr 
ning of the prefent century, is a ftriG mor4 
obligation upon the fubjedt to obey the pom* 
fhands of the fovereign whatever they may 
bfe, or whatever may be his title to the autho* 
fky by which he commands. When at the 
revolution it was publicly declared and avo w^ 
cd that the tenure of the crown of England 
was not by dhine and indefeajible hereditary 
rights and that the power of the king was con* 
fined within certain known boundaries, the 
lio£trine oi pajjive obedience and non-rejt/iance 
was holdefi to be unlawful for a Britifh fiib* 
je£t to maintain ; and as there has been no 
^Iteration in the conftitution fince the revo- 
Jation to the prefent day, it muft be evi- 
dent that fuch dod:rines can be revived 
for no other poffible purpofe, than to bring 
about an alteration or change in thofe priq,* 
iriples^ of government which rendered theta 
heretofore unlawful to be maintained. Wc 
muft therefore neceflarily conclude, that the 
pulpit' has entered into Mr. Burke's confe- 
jderacy- to bring about a change in the go- 
yernment, . when we hear a refpcfl:able pre- 
late 
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late Inftrud us on the moft folemn occaficm, 
that * God for his own fecret purpofe directs 
the worji a£iions of tyrants^ no kfs than the 
bejl of godly, princes. Maris ahufe therefore . 
oj^ bis delegated authority is to be borne with 
rejignation like any other of God^s judgments. 
%he oppojition of the individual to tbefovereign 
power is an oppojition to God'* s providential ar^ 
ran^ements. There needs no argument to. 
prove unto you, my countrymen, that this 
doctrine muft cffedtually have prevented in- 
ftead of bringing about the revolution of 
1688. For fuppofing that James II, were 
a tyrant, God equally diredted his tyrannical 
adions as he had done the virtuous anions 
of his godly father king Charles I. ; and by 
this reverend prelate's aflertioq, king James's 
abufe'of the royal authority was to be borne 
with refignation. Why then was Dr. Sache- . 
verell impeached and found guilty for deny- > 
ing that the revolution was effcifted by any 
fort of refiftance to king James ? We, my 
countrymen, who fee every zSi of fove-* 
reignty as a direct emanation frpm the free 

• BsQiop of St. David's Sermon, p. 17. 
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TyHl and confent of a free people, nfever can 
fo debafe ourfelves as to fubmit to the doc* 
triae of this reverend prelate, that in govern^ 
ments which are the worji adminifleredy thefo^ 
vereign power for the moft part is a terror not 
to good works^ but to the eviU ^^^ ^pon the 
njiphole far more beneficial than detrimental 
to the fubjeSl. The worfe therefor^ king 
James's government was adminiftered, the 
more beneficial was it to the fubjeft, and 
was therefore to be fiibmitted to and not re* 
fitted. He alfo, like Dr. Sachcverell, called 
in the authority of St. Paul to prove that the 
efirihly fovereign as the vice-gerent of God Is 
accountable for mifconduSl to his heavenly mafter^ 
btit iniitled to obedience frorn thefubjeSi. By this 
reverend prelate's having preached up thejfe 
dodrines before the lords fpiritual and tem^ 
poral, there can be no queftion, whether he^ 
does or does not apply the term of earthly 
fovereign to the cafe of the king of Greats 
Britain ; and I am confident that each one 
of you, my coiiintrymen, will readily, and 
ftedfaftly join with me in afluring his lord*, 
ihip, that in the very improbable fuppofition 
qf our fovereigfis mifcondu^ to his heavenly 

tna/ler^ 



( 32 ) 

fnaJieTy m commanding what is not law, he 
would not be entitled to our obedience. 

You plainly fee, my countrymen, that 
Mr. Burke has endeavoured by his argu- 
patents to debauch your minds into the mod 
unconftituttonal dodrinqs ; that the ftrong-' 
eft efforts have been made from the pulpit to 
force your confciences to fubmit to them in' 
pradlice ; and there remains to be fubmitted* 
tb you the laft and moft fingular attempt of 
individuals to enlift you in this defperale 
caxjfe, not fingly and individually, but by 
whole parifhes and hundreds. Mr. Reeves, 
a placeman under government, with feven- 
teen other gentlemen, moftly, if not all, liker*' 
wife enjoying fome preferment or emolu- 
ment from governrnent, formed themfelves 
into a committee of an aflbciation, which 
they tell you has produced more than 200Q 
iuch other affbqiations throughout the king-? 
dom* They affure you in their publicaT 
tions, that * the minifter bad nothing to da 
in the formation, of any of tbefe ajfociations : 
that they were all ofthe^ the voluntary mqve^^ 
/ . . 

( ^ Prefacd to AiTociation Papers;^ p. v. 
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ments of perfons^ who thought it a crijis^ in / 
which the country Jhould declare it/elf and / 
Jirengthen the hands of government for the pre^ 
fervation of the king and conftitution. It was 
probably for want of this aid, that govern- 
ment did not profecute Mr. Paine during 
tlie two years, that his feditious books were 
publiftied and circulated with impunity. 
However, thefe zealous independent aflbci- 
atOFd^ with no fmall fhare of confidence aC- 
fure us, that they can have no enemies^ but 
fuch as the law would term offenders. They 
affume a general power of accufation and con- 
demnation of all other clubs and aflbciations 
that meet for any other purpofes, than they 
approve of. I'o qffociate in theforms^ in which 
they doy is always feditious andv^rycften trea-- 
fonable^ they all appear to he offenders again/t 
the law. ^They proceed further, and gravely 
pronounce the following decree. Thefociety 
after full confideration of the nature of private 
meetings ^formed with a defign to take cogni^ 
%ance of what is tranfaSied by the executive or 
legiflative powers of th " country^ are of opi^ 
nion^ that all fuch meetings are irregular. You 
know fuU well, my countrymen, that it is 

D the 
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the undoubted right of Britifh fubjeds ta 
petition the throne or parliament upon pub-* 
lie or private grievances. Now what pub- " 
lie grievance can happen but by the direO: 
or indirect efFeds of fome adl of the execu* 
tive or le^flajive power of the country? 
How can the grievances be properly known 
but by communication^ how can petitions be 
framed but by confutation, how can they 
be fettled and agreed to without affembRng? 
It is now requifite to fubmit - to your con- 
iideration the dodrines, which this aflbcia- 
tion and its two thoufand progenies openly 
undertake to teach and propagate through 
the country at large. You will then Judge 
how far they have embarked under the co* 
lours of Mr. Burke, and entered into the 
confederacy to bring about a change in the 
conftitution of this country. You find they 
are all aflbciiated for the general purpofe of 
profecuting their fellow citizens for what 
they choofe to denominate fedition, and you 
have feen how warily and how legally they 
pronounce fentence. Although they have al- 
ready proclaimed, that ihey can have no ene-^ 
mcs, butfuch as the law would term offenders^ 

yet 



fd iriuft I entreat you my countrymen, and 
even fuch of you as taay be members of anj^ 
of the 2000 alTociationd^ to fufpend your 
affociating zeal for the feW minutes that yoU 
may beftow upoii the confidcration of their 
dodrineS. 

Amdngft their alTociation j>aperd is that 
famous compofition^ entitled Thomas Bull's 
One Pennyworth of Truths which the gentle- 
men of the committee aflute lis, was m the 
opinion of the public worth all the fine fpeeches 
that were made againjl it. As it is fo well 
known to the public^ I fhall only obferve 
upon the difference laid down in it between 
the Lord's anointed and the moFs anointed^ 
that if the dodrine cotitained in it mean 
any thing, it imports that the king of Great 
Britain reigns ovfer his ptfople by divirni 
rights and that he is .immediately appointed 
king by God arid not by the people^ This 
is the very height of toryifm. 

Thefe extravagant and unconftltutional 
doftrines of the regal plower would not 
completely anfwer the intent of the league^ 
tihlefs the democratic part of the conftitil-' 
tion were alfo traduced, wealkeried and def- 
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hafed: thefe aflbciated leaguers therefore 
moft judicioufly feleded for republication 

Y Mn Spame Jenyns's Thoughts upon a Pat- 
liamentary Reform, calculated aboVe any 
produdion extant to extinguifh all refpe^l 
and confidence between the conftituents and 
their reprefentativeS, and which in the Opi- 
nion of mofl meii is a mod: fcandalous libel 
upon the houfe of commons. It aflures 
the good people of England, that their re-- 
prefentatives in parliament are neceffarify 
corrupt, and muft be both bought and fold. 

^ That it is phyfically impoffible, that their 
reprefentativeS fhould be fo unavi^ed and un- 
influenced as to be ready to fuppprt the 
meafures of rainifters When right, or to re* 
fift them when wrong. That the great eft 
part of the houfe of commons can have no 
other ftar to fteer by than felf-intereft, and 
that majorities in that houfe muft necefl!a- 
rily be formed by minifterial inflaence: 

; /that an independent houfe of commons is no 
' i)art of the Englifh conftituiion : that the con- 
lUcution has hitherto fubfifted by the mini- 
fterial influence of the commons : that the 
reafon why we cannot preferve the wealth, 
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honour, power and dominion which wc 
once enjoyed is, becaufe the means of mi- 
nifterial influence are' no longer fufficicnt to 
fatisfy the demands of ambition and the 
hunger of fadion. Can you my country- 
men, even Ihould you be aflbciated with 
Mr. Reeves, conceive a more contemptible 
idea of a popular reprefentation than is 
here painted?. In what terms could you 
more ftrongly calumniate your owii rcpre* 
fentatives? Is there a fundion or a duty 
which a houfe of commons fo conftituted 
can perfqrm ? The ruin of your conftitution 
is clofe at hand, when the fubftance of it is 
exchanged for form. Thinking men will 
not long be grafping at a (hadow. The ir- 
ritation at delufion is often quicker andj 
more violent than at oppreffion. What I 
formerly faid upon the fubjedl of our popu- 
lar reprefentation, I will now repeat to you 
by way of contraft to the libellous reprefen- 
tation given of it by thefe aflbciators. 

* *' There is nothing ought to be fo dear 
•'.to the commons of Great Britain as 2ifree 
^* parliament ; that is, a houfe of commons 

* Jur. Ang. p. 450, 
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** every way free and independent ekher of 
** the lords or miniftry:^^^ in their perfbns; 
^^free in their eftates : free in their elec-^ 
^* tions : free in their returns : free in their 
aflembling : free in their fpeeches debates 
and determinations : free to complsdn of 
^* offenders : free in their profecutions for 
^* offences, and therein free from the fear 
^* and influence of others, how great foever ; 
^^ free to guard againft the encroachments 
** of arbitrary power : free to preferve the 
*^ liberties and properties of the fybjefks : 
^' and yttfree to part with a £hare of thofe 
^^ properties when neceffary for the fervice 
*' of th^ public : nor can he be juftly efteem- 
•' ed a reprefentative of the people of Bri- 
** tain, who does not fincerely endeavour to 
^' defend their jufl rights and liberties againft 
*• all invafions whatfoever." Will the con- 
ftitution be better preferved by a houfe of 
commons of this latter defcription, or by 
fuch a one as is holden out to you by thefe 
affociated leaguers under Mr. Reeves? Your 
honcft anfwer will point out your duty. 

I cannot too often nor .too ftrongly warn 
ypu againft the baneful effeds of ddufion, 

I am 



( 39 ) 

I am convinced that you do not find the 
do£trines taught by any of thefe opponents 
to your freedom tend to-ftrengthen or pre*, 
ferve^ but to alter or fubvert the conftitution 
of your country. From the title of thefe 
aiTociations, and from their refolutions and 
contributions for profecuting offenders, and 
their undertaking to exert their vigilance and 
aftivity in difcovering and bringing them to 
jufticc, you were certainly warranted in giv- 
ing them credit at leaft for the fincerity of 
their profeffions, whatever doubt you might 
have entertained as to the propriety of their 
affociating. From their own confeffions 
you ihall judge of their fincerity. They 
have ftudioufly difavowed all connexion 
with niinifters, and they have formally pub^ 
lifiied by the immediate order of their com- 
mittee*, that // was known that emijfaries were 
paid by France tofiir up /edition^ and engineers 
fent to ajjijl in military operations ; that a r^- 
volt was planned in the beginning of December^ /" 
when the Tower was to have been feized : the 
agents in thefe defgm^ whether French or 

♦ Preface, p. vi. 
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EngHJh^ were Ukewife known. Either th^fe 
fads were known through the aflbciators to 
minifters, or through minifters to the aflb- 
ciators. If the fads did really exift, the 
aflbciators never trought a lingle perfon to 
trial for any one of them, and fo were inlin- 
cere in their profeflions and delyfive in their 
engagements : if they did not exift, they 
were highly criminal in endeavouring to. 
aUrm the country by fuch calumniating and 
wicked falfehoods. The fads themfelves, 
which are fo publicly declared to h known^ 
were ads of the higheft and rankcft treafon ; 
and by the i Edw. VI. it is enaded, T^at . 
ccncealmen^t or, keeping fecret any high treafon 
Jhall be from henceforth adjudged^ deemed and 
taken mifprijim of treafon ; and the offender 
therein fhall forfeit and fuffer as in cafes of 
mifprt/hn of treafon^ as heretofore hath been 
ufed. 

Thefe dodrines muft in ^heir nature, if 
they once gain over the majority of you, 
enfure the immediate diflblutioa of that 
conftitution which you lopk up to npw 
as your boafl: and welfare. There needs 
no argument to proye to you, that a king 
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pdfleffi ng more pow^r th^ii ' the king .of 
Erance before the late reyolutiooi holding 
a crown in cpn tempt of th^ choice of hig 
people, a people unabfe to change or im-> 
prove their government^ a popular .rcpre-* 
fentation neceffarily dep^dent upon the 
abfolute will and influence of a minifter in 

a 

had as well as in good meafures^ a nation 
taught that they are boundcn in their con- 
fciences to fubmit to the worft actions of 
tyrants, no lefs jhan to the heft of godly 
princes, do not form nor compofe that free 
conftitution of Great Britain, which you 
.cither now iuppofe you enjoy, or which 
you would wifh to perpetuate to pofterity. 

However abfurd falfe or milchievous thefc 
do6krinea may be, the effeds and confe- 
quences of them would not be fo danger- 
ous if they refted folely upon the authority 
and weight of the perfons that have pro- 
pagated them, although they hate been 
taught by men who poflefs refpeftability 
amongft you, and have been propagated by 
more than 2000 clubs aflbciated for this 
very purpofe, and for profecuting thofe 
^ho fliall oppofe them. Whether or no 
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they have rccfeired the countenance and 
fandion- of the minif^ers of your country 
yourfelves muft judge from the ftatement 
of fadts, which are within the knowledge 
of you all, though t]bey may not have been 
fubjeftcd to the clear obfervation and ,imt 
partial confideration of many among you. 

The French revolution, though great ne* 
ceflity for a revolution exifted, was from 
the beginning of it difcountenanced not 
only by our government, but by moft of 
the governments of Europe. However it 
may have begun, it has been carried on by 
men of profligacy and impiety, from whom 
no good wasvto be expefted, and who have 
ftained every fcene of it with unprecedent- 
ed and incredible horrors and barbarities^ 
But long jifter Mr, Burke had excited in a 
great part of this nation an utter execration 
and horror of the French revolution, our 
minifters continued to acknowledge and 
treat with the government firft formed by 
that revolution, which was ,the conftitution 
of 1789, for none other was known when 
Mr. Burke wrote his books upon it. What- 
ever therefore he fays in any of them 

againft 
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againft France, is not againft the prefent 
republic of France, which our government 
refufes to recognize, but againft' that new 
revolutionary government of France which 
our minifters allowed they had a right to 
franre without the interference pf any fo- 
reign powers; and with which they efta- 
bliflied and purfued a fyftem of neutrality. 
Againft this conftitution or new form of go- 
vernment in France the houfes of Auftria 
snd Pruffia with fome other princes of the 
German Empire entered into an, armed 
confederacy and carried on one year's war, 
which was very bloody and very unfucceflt 
fuL Whether or no this country entered in- 
to any engagements concerning the war at 
the convention of Pilnitz^ where this fe- 
deracy of princes to a£l againft France was 
firft fettled, is not known* However, after 
the French had fufpended the executive 
powers of their monarch in the month of 
Auguft 1792, the conduct of our cabinet 
became from that time more open and ex- 
plicit. 

Auftria and Pruflia and the other princes 
confederated againft France had looked up- 
on 
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on t^er revolutiionairy conftitutipn as fuch a 
change from their ancient government as to 
juftifjr 4 ^ar t^ reftqre the ancient mo?* 
p^rchy . an^ the ancient drder of things. For 
this reafba did nearjy 30,000 of the jFrench 
emigrant nobility and gentry, whofe proper- 
lies were confifcated by th^ revolutionifts, 
join ill arnjs Y?ith the Auftriaps and Pruf* 
fians^ We however did not hold ourfelve* 
Waji^r^nted to join the armed confederacy 
till the French had depofed their monarch,' 
jittd adopted a republican form of govern- 
fmnU We then withdrew our ambaflador 
from Paris, and foon after forced their am^ 
h^ifador to quit England: we refufed to re- 
fPgru35e ihc fovereignty of their new execu- 
tive goyernmei^t: we broke througlj the 
|reaty pf cpmmerce a^ no longer binding us 
to a maf? of people, that we did not look 
upon as the French nation: we repeatedly 
refvijfed to negociatc with the perfons fent 
by their executiye goyerament, and rejefted 
the. mo^ liberal and advantageous ofiers of 
neutrality and peace. It certainly was their 
intereft to prevent Great Britain from join- 
ing the arn^e4 confederacy againft them; 

b^t 
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but the conceffions which they offered .wef 6 
beneficial to us in an uncommon degree^ 
and .we ftillrejeded them becaufe there was 
no power to treat with bt give fecurity^ 
and therefore we engaged in a war with ii 
power that Could not .make a peace, » We 
forced them to declare war againft us and 
our allies the Dutch, and then found our- 
felves bounden by treaties to enter fully 
into the war, and continue it long after the 
republic of Holland was out of any danger 
from which we were obliged to defend her. 
Our minifters declined laft year to acquire 
by treaty and without lofs of your blood ^r 
treafure, what the unfuccefsful events of 
the firft years war fecm alas to prove never 
can be attained bv force of arms* You have 
already voted 1 7,000,000!. to the war, and 
before the clofc of the enfuing campaign we 
(hall have expended above double that fum* 
The conqueft of France feems now more 
diftant than ever. Refiftance gives them 
firnxnefs: and the general convidion that 
the views of the confederates are to indem- 
nify themfelves by the difmemberraent of 
their country, unites all. jarring interefls at 

. home 
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liome iigainft their invaders^ and depnveir 
MS even of the good wilhes of the royalifts^ 
who fight for the reftoration of Louis XVIjL 
to the throne and full powers of his ancef- 
tors. 

Iti one place indeed we hear of our fuc- 
ceffes in the field, and our profperity arid 
happinefs at home ; this is the minifterial 
intelligence at the opening of the parlia- 
ment. But there are other fources of in- 
formation which will work a different im* 
preffion upon you, my countrymen, if you 
will but apply to them. Moll of you have 
fome relation friend or acquaintance that 
lends his honeft and brave fervices to his 
country either by fea or at land. Take the 
fair undifguifed report of pur adivity and 
fuccefs at fea from the mouth of the honeft 
tar who has helped in the fruitlefs and in- 
glorious manoeuvres of the channel fleet : let 
others from the Mediterranean retail to you 
the whole progrefs of our entering into 
Toulon, under the condition of fupporting 
the conflitution of 1789, which we never 
meant to obferve, and evacuating it for fear 
of an enemy we could not withftand.: let 
• .X then» 
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them boaft oF our finking a French frigate! 
in the port of Genoa, and attempting tO' 
bully that republic out of its neutrality : let 
them vaunt of the execution done againft 
Corfica : let others from the Atlantic give 
you the plain narrative of the well con* 
certed and profperous expeditions to Marti« 
nico and Guadaloupe. Many of our brave 
foldiers will detail to you the failure and re- 
treat from before Dunkirk, and the fatal 
confequences of it to the Britifh army: 
forae will be able to inform you of the ter- 
rible and important viftory gained over fc- 
venty thoufand Auftrians before Maubeuge: 
and others may furnifh you with an exa£t 
return of the enormous lofles of the com- 
bined armies on the Rhine and the Mozellc. 
Much enquiry needs not to be made about 
the difappointed and baffled (expedition of 
the earl of Moira, which has ended in land- 
ing fome thoufand foreign troops in Hamp- 
fhire. Satisfy your own doubts as to the 
protedion. of our trade, by throwing your 
eye over the lifts of captures at Lloyd's. 

Such failures could never have difgrared 
our counoils nor our arms, if due attention 

and 
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and due energy had been aj^plied in dircQ:- 
ing the refources which God and Nature 
have placed in our hands. The only means 
of acquiring an honourable peace in the pre- 
fent (ituation of the country, is to treat for 
Jt with a conquering fword in hand. But 
We had better fubmit to fue for a humili- 
ating peace, than permit ourfelves to be be- 
trayed and difgraced by another fuch cam- 
paign of infamy. If you be told that yout 
arms have been profperous and fuccefsful, 
believe it not until you can dictate your own 
terms of peace. 

' As war is ever dubious in its iflue and 
certain in the evils it brings upon the nation 
engaged in it, the firft duty of a minifter 
ought certainly to be to fatisfy the people 
as to the nieceflity of engaging in it, and the 
probable advantages to be attained by it if 
fuccefsful. You will' remember, my coun- 
trymen, when you are told that you are now 
waging a defenfive war, that the French 
offered any terms to prevent you from ^en- 
gaging in it, which you refufed to liften to 
becaufe you would not recognife that power 
^hich made the propofals and with which 

you 
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you are now at war. After this iitft yearns 
experiment, do you wiQi to continue fuch a 
vrax till the executive government of France 
be utterly annihilated ? Do you mean never 
to lay down your surms till you have extern 
jninated them ? You have difavowed con- 
queft, difclaimed the right of interfering with 
their internal government, proclaimed the 
conftitution of 1789s and entered into towns 
upon condition of re-eflablifhing it. Your aU 
lies are out of danger. When a plain obvious 
and folid reafon is not alleged for fuch a 
war, there is much ground for fufpeding 
the purity of the views upon which it is un* 
dertaken. The fullen obftinacy of the mU 
nifter in rejeding every fpccies of negoci* 
ation with our enemies, befpeaks an un-' 
fliaken determination to involve you in the 
war ; and the numerous coftly and intricate 
treaties he has entered into With the different 
powers of Europe, appear calculated to ren* 
der the conclufion of a peace as remote and 
difEcult as pof&ble. It is an ufual principle 
of policy, that ftrong meafures and changes 
of government can only be efFedualfy 
tffpught about when the people are rendered 

$i tame 
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tame and paffive by calamity aiid wcctIcIk?^ 
nefs. The tyraninical exadions an^ atroci- 
ties, of the modern French could not have 
been accomplifiied if the nation h^d not 
been engaged in a general v^ar. |f mini-; 
fters wiflied to fee the majority cf yoti, my 
countrymen, adopt the dodrines of ni>- 
bounded powers in the cro^n, of paffiye; 
obedience and non-refiflance, of the yensH 
lity and inefiicacy of the houffe of commons, 
a war was the firft neceflfary (kp to prepare 
the minds of the nation for their adoption. 
If we attend to the a^ivity and vigilance of 
the cabinet in the meafures they have adopts 

td fince the commencement of the war. we 

■■..■■ •■ • ' ■' • ■ • 

muft nece&rily conclude that they had more 

lit heart its continuance for domeftic and 

fecret purpofes, than its conclufion for the 

avowed pretence, of bringing about a cpua- 

' ••' '. ' *>*.. 

tcr-re volution in favour of Louis XVil. 

* . ' ■■ ■ ■ • ' ■-...> 

jflvery plan or expedition of the Britilh ca-* 
binet in Erurope has abfolutcly failed or mif. 
carried through inattention, delay or negle^ 
The re^efbablilhment of Louis XVII on the 
throne of his anccftors would not only put 
an end to the dtanqes of our indemniiication 

a by. 
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\yy cbaqueft, but defeat it the fame time the 
Ifecret and domeftic purpofes which I be* 
lieve to be the r^^.objeds of minifters in 
ioafrying on the war. 

Let us fix our atienUon to the meafures 
they have really been attenthe to from the 
beginnings ana lure (hall ceafe to doubt of 
the views and motives that induce them to 
Continue it. 

Their firft ftftp^ as you were told in par- 
liltment *^; was to calumniate the people of 
i&feac Britain, by taxing them with fedition 
rebellion and treafon, upon the ftrength of 
iVhich they embodied the militia and put 
the nation into a flate of warlike prepara* 
tion i and not a folitary example was at-« 
tempted to be thade of the fuppofcd guilty* 
Sbme few firm patriots in fpite and defiance 
of ail prejudice and obloquy flood up for 
the innocence and honour of their calum- 
liiated countrymen, and openly and firmly 
arraigned the conduft of thofe who were at- 
tempting by falfe alarms to frighten the 
nation into the moil uuconftitutional mea^ 

* Vide Mr. Fox's fpeech at the j>p€mn|; of the laft 
idliont. 

£2 fure3. 



( 5« ) 

furies* If, to make good Mr. Burke*s words^ 
it were an objedt to eftablifh in thi9 king* 
dom a monarchy with larger powers than 
that of France, the firft ftep towards it was 
to render contemptible and ufelefs the houfe 
of commons : the neceffary fpirit to fubmic 
was pajjlve obedience and non-rejtftance. 
. The great conftitutional defence againft 
fo dangerous an attempt was in the integrity 
and firmnefs of your reprefentatives* , But 
alas ! my countrymen, upon application to 
them, have you not found but too much 
truth in the aflertion, that an independent 
houfe of commons was no part of your con/iitu^ 
iion? Finding no remedy from the genera- 
lity of your reprefentatives, it was necefllty 
rather than prudence to think of reform- 
ing the reprefentation in parlianl^ht, that 
yjouf reprefentatives may at leaft in future 
be fuch as the conftitution fuppofes and in»* 
tends them to be. 

Thofe who wiflicd to inculcate th .fe per- 
nicious dodrines are zealous in proportion 
to counter^idt and difcaurage. a reform, that 
muft neceffary baffle every attempt to alter 
your cpnilitutioa into a pure monarchy. 

Every 



